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Rules proliferate; some are kept with a bureaucratic stringency bordering on the absurd, while
others are manipulated and ignored in ways that injure our sense of justice. Under what
conditions should we make exceptions to rules, and when should they be followed despite
particular circumstances? The two dominant models in the current literature on rules are the
particularist account and that which sees the application of rules as normative. Taking a
position that falls between these two extremes, Alan Goldman is the first to provide a
systematic framework to clarify when we need to follow rules in our moral, legal, and
prudential decisions, and when we ought not to do so.
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obviously of practical use at. Normative ethics takes on a more practical task, which is to
arrive at moral This may involve articulating the good habits that we should acquire, the duties
. consists of following precisely defined rules of conduct, such as don't kill, or don't steal. ..
Locke, John, Two Treatises, ed., Peter Laslett (Cambridge: Cambridge.
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