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This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free
scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1918 Excerpt: ...rem sibi ad corrigendum mandatam ultro quod deprauarunt.
Macrob. Sat. I. 12. 16. correct. In 164 B. C, Q. Marcius Philippus, the censor, erected one
regulated for Roman use. To some people, however, the new method of telling time was not
entirely desirable. Plautus puts in the mouth of one of his characters an amusing diatribe
against the recent innovation, beginning: May the gods destroy the man who first discovered
hours, and even more, the man who first set up a sun-dial here and divided the day into little
bits of pieces for poor me. In 159 B. C. Scipio Nasica introduced the first water-clock.1 The
study of astronomy had progressed so that many Romans were able to comprehend the
scientific explanation of natural phenomena. In 168 B. C, before the battle of Pydna, when an
eclipse of the moon terrified the soldiers, C. Sulpicius Gallus, the military tribune of Aemilius
Paulus, the next day explained the occurrence to them, giving them a brief description of the
planetary system. According to Livy he not only explained the phenomenon but also
announced the hour beforehand.2 While it is improbable that he would be able to make such
definite calculations, still it is important that a Roman officer of the time could make such an
explanation. Plin. H. N. VII. 60 (60). 213-5; Plaut. frag. Boeotia, cf. Fowler, Social Life at
Rome (New York, 1910), p. 265. Cic. de Rep. I. 15. 23; Vat Max. VIII. 11. 1; Liv. XLIV. 37.
5, 6: pronuntiauit node proximo, tie quis id pro portento acciperet, ab hora secunda usque ad
quartam horam noctis lunam defecturam esse, id quia naturali ordme statis temporibus fiat, et
sciri ante et praedici posse. CHAPTER IV Slaves The number of slaves in Italy increased
rapidly in this period as the sources of suppl...
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